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FM AMEMBASSY BLANTYRE 
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CONEIDENTIAL BLANTYRE 0165 

PRETORIA EOR KRYZA 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: ABED, MI 

SUBJ: CHANCERY SITE IN LILONGWE 

1. DURING RECENT VISIT TO LILONGWE, AE/EX DIRECTOR KRYZA VOICED 
CONCERN, STEMMING EROM EXPERIENCE IN CERTAIN OTHER AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES, ABOUT PROXIMITY OP CHANCERY SITE TO MALAWI CONGRESS 
PARTY (MCP) HEADQUARTERS, FEELING THAT IN MINDS OP SOME PEOPLE THIS 
PACT MIGHT SUGGEST U.S. SUPPORT FOR AND IDENTIFICATION WITH MCP, 
AND IN MINDS OTHERS MIGHT AROUSE SUSPICION OF SURVEILLANCE MCP 
COMINGS AND GOINGS. PRESENT SITE FACES SIDE OP 15.86 ACRE MCP 

SITE, BUT CHANCERY ENTRANCE IS LOCATED ABOUT 900 PEET AWAY 
ON DIFPERENT STREET PROM MCP ENTRANCE. THIS SITE WAS CHOSEN IN 
EARLY 1972 BY PORMER AMB BURDETT IN CONSULTATION WITH LOCAL 
ARCHITECT. SITE SELECTION AT THAT TIME WAS BASED LARGELY ON 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIRABILITY 

THIS PLOT AS COMPARED TO OTHER CHANCERY PLOTS STILT. AVAILABLE AND 
POST BELIEVES PRESENT SITE IS STILL BEST SITE FROM ARCHITECTURAL 
POINT OF VIEW OP ALL REMAINING PLOTS. 

2. AT PRESENT TIME ONLY SIX PLOTS REMAIN AVAILABLE FROM THE 
POURTEEN PLOTS SET ASIDE FOR CHANCERY CONSTRUCTION AND ALL ARE 
SMALLER THAN PRESENT 1.4 ACRE SITE. ONE OP THESE SITES IS LOCATED 
EVEN CLOSER TO THE MCP ENTRANCE THAN OUR PRESENT SITE. THREE OP 
THE REMAINING PIVE PLOTS ARE DEEMED UNDESIRABLE BY THE LOCAL 
ARCHITECT EITHER BECAUSE OP ACCESS PROBLEMS OR STEEP GRADES. 

OP THE REMAINING TWO PLOTS ONE WOULD PLACE THE CHANCERY ON THE 
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THE OTHER WOULD PLACE THE CHANCERY ON 

THE SAME SIDE WITH RELATION TO THE MCP ENTRANCE AS OUR PRESENT 
SITE, BUT A EURTHER 550 FEET AWAY FROM THE MCP SITE. BOTH 
SITES HAVE DISADVANTAGE OF BEING ON-THIRD ACRE LESS THAN PRESENT 
CHANCERY SITE, AND WOULD REQUIRE CONSIDERABLE REARRANGING OF 
WAREHOUSE, AND PARKING AREAS AND OTHER ALTERATIONS TO CHANCERY 
TO ACCOMMODATE DIFFERENT SUN ANGLES. 

3. POST BELIEVES THAT WHEN LANDSCAPING OF BOTH MCP HEADQUARTERS 
AND US CHANCERY ARE COMPLETED, APPARENT VISUAL PROIMITY OF 
TWO SITES WILL BE CONSIDERABLY DIMINISHED. CHANGING SITE LOCATION 
AT THIS LATE DATE WOULD RESULT IN DELAY IN CONSTRUCTION START 
BECAUSE OF NEED TO RENEGOTIATE SITE WITH CAPITAL CITY DEVELOPMENT 
CORP. AND REDRAW PLANS FOR WHAT AT BEST WOULD ONLY BE SMALL 
ADDITIONAL SEPARATION BETWEEN CHANCERY AND MCP HEADQUARTERS. 

IT MAY BE NOTED THAT MOST OTHER CHANCERIES WILL BE LOCATED 

IN SAME GENERAL AREA, NOT QUITE AS CLOSE AS OURSELVES TO MCP 
HEADQUARTERS, BUT NOT FAR AWAY EITHER. 

4. UNLESS BUREAU PERCEIVES SERIOUS OBJECTION POST RECOMMENDS 
THAT PRESENT SITE BE RETAINED. 

STEVENSON 
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